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The University of Dayton

News Release
Jan. 11, 1994
Contact: Pam Huber

AMBERG PHOTO EXHffiiT BRINGS
UD GRADUATE TO CAMPUS
DAYTON, Ohio- An exhibit of black-and-white photographs of the people of rural
North Carolina by University of Dayton graduate Rob Amberg will be featured through Feb.
4 in the Creative Photography Gallery at UD. Admission is free and open to the public.
Amberg, a 1969 UD graduate, traces his interest in social activism to his years at the
University of Dayton. "In ·the late '60s, there was a lot of social activism going on, and a
fair amount of it was at UD," he says. "I became involved. My interest today is in seeing
my work used to benefit someone else."
His photographs reveal the people, mostly farmers on small family farms, of rural
Madison County, N.C. "I think we have created a myth around small farms in our nation,
and we use that myth to sell things," Amberg says. "It seems like 50 percent of the ads I see
use farms or the countryside as images. But I think the plight of small family farms is a very
different reality. Hundreds have gone out of business in the last few years, and now we get
our food through the work of low-paid migrant workers and from factory farms where the
food is heavily dosed with herbicides and pesticides."
Amberg received a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1990, one of four to six photographers
who received the award that year.
He will talk about his work at 7:30p.m. Thursday, Jan. 20, in Rike Center Room 206.
A reception will follow in the Creative Photography Gallery. Admission to both is free and
open to the public.
· Hours at the Creative Photography Gallery are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 6 to 10:30
p.m. Monday through Thursday; 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Friday; and 3 to 10:30 p.m. Sunday.
The gallery is located in the Mechanical Engineering Building on campus.
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